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Byrd, Grant, & Pickering  Prosodic Chunks & Lexical Patterning  Biology     


	MICASE lel175mu014  Introduction to  Biology 
Description from the MICASE Website:  “In the first half hour, the instructor introduces the intensive undergraduate summer course; in the second half hour, he discusses biology in the context of education and the philosophy of science.  (Junior faculty, M; 100 students, 6 speakers)”

	#
	Prosodic Chunk
	Statistically significant collocates (based on relationships in MICASE, using the log likelihood statistic on Wordsmith Tools 5.0.  The two word have a log likelihood of at least 10.83)
	Other patterns and notes (based on other sources of information, including the Collins Cobuild English Dictionary for Advanced Learners, Macmillan English Dictionary for Advanced Learners of American English, Google, the COCA corpus, and the AWL corpus)
	Prospecting ahead (prospection symbols adapted from Sinclair & Mauranen (2007): 

M- utterance started but not completed in the chunk

+M completion of a previous M-

MF  fragment that does not prospect ahead)

	1
	// I think the + inTENT is//
                               
	I + think 

intent + to
	I + think (AWL)
the + intent (AWL)
intent + is (AWL)

the intent (24,800,000) is more frequent on Google than an intent (1,988,000)
	M-

	2
	// just to SEE if +//

	just + see 

see + if
	see + if (AWL)
just + to (AWL)


just to see if (5,930,000 Google 3/12/09)
	M-



	3
	//people use BIG words or little in the CLASSroom +//
	use + words

in + classroom

the + classroom
	people + use (AWL)
in + classroom (AWL)
the + classroom (AWL)

big words = size or difficulty? Different from long words
	M-

	4
	// and what kinds of words they USE +// 
	what + kind/kinds
kinds + of

use + words
	 they = people = people + use (AWL)
	M-

	5
	//AND to  + once they know THAT//
	they + know

once + know


	they + know (AWL)
know + that (AWL)

and = 1-word formula

once … know that …
and to (over 800,000,000 Google 2/10/2009) 

once they know that (92,000 Google 2/10/2009)
	MF
M-

stops 1 prospection and changes direction

	6
	// that should HELP them// 

	should + help
	should + help (AWL)
help + them (AWL)

that should help them (Google 26,800 1/21/2009)
pattern:  help + SOMEONE + DO + SOMETHING
continues over chunks 6, 7, & 8
	M-

	7
	//uh + train tAs  +//








	
	uh =  1-word formula
train TAs (650 Google in publications about faculty and TA development, orientation, training  2/10/2009)
	M-

	8
	// train gsIs +// 






	
	parallel to train + TAs
	M-

	9
	//help people speak ENGlish as a second↓LANguage +// 



	help + people

people + speak
speak + English
	help + people (AWL)
people + speak (AWL)

speak + English, language, Spanish (collocates in MICASE)
English as a second language = name for disciplinary area
	+M

	10
	//SO +//  






	
	so = 1-word formula
	M-

	11
	//we’ll SEE what comes  OUT of it +// 





	we’ll + see

comes + out

out + of
	see what comes out of it (32,400, Google 1/21/09)

COCA has 2 examples of “see what comes out of it”
	+M

	12
	// maybe I’ll SPEAK GOOD today +// 
	
	speak good English (390,000 Google 2/10/2009)
	M

	
	<EVENT DESC="LAUGH" WHO="SS"/>
	
	
	

	13
	//UM +// 









	
	um = 1-word formula
	

	14
	// oKAY// 








	
	okay = 1-word formula
	

	15
	//so +  LET me get to MY notes +//






	let + me

let + get
get + to
	so = 1-word formula

my notes is most frequent of my/your/his/her/our/their notes on COCA
	M-

	16
	//SO +  I’ve ALready introduced mySELF +//
	
	so = 1-word formula
I’ve already introduced myself (3660 Google 3/10/09)
	M-

	17
	//I’ve been at the university three YEARS +// 




	
	be at + [business/institution]= “employed by”
	M-

	18
	//I CAME here from the university of *** +//




	came + here

[come + here = even stronger]

came + from
	come here from (440,000 Google 2/10/09)
	M-

	19
	// um +//  








	
	um = 1-word formula
	

	20
	//and  beFORE that//
	before + that
	
	M-

	21
	 I went UNdergrad to the university of  *** +//


	
	went undergrad (279 Google 1/21/09)

proper name: “University of ***”
	+M

	22
	//SO +//  
	
	so = 1-word formula


	M-

	23
	// I’ve ALways seen this as enemy  TERRitory an- +// 



	
	grammatical pattern with present perfect:  ‘ve + [adverb]+ seen
enemy territory  (7,030,000 Google 1/21/09)

pattern = “see something as something”
	M-

	24
	//THREE years of cashing PAY checks is +// 

	
	cash paychecks = “be employed at”
	M-

	25
	//only GRADually wearing me DOWN +//


	me + down
	wear down = phrasal verb
	+M

	26
	//um +//



	
	um = 1-word formula
	

	27
	//I will be the proFESsor//
	I + will

be + professor

the + professor
	
	M-

	28
	// for the whole uh  + the whole TERM in this COURSE//
	
	for the whole semester (27,000 Google 2/10/09)
university talk
	M-

	29
	//that's different +  uh than we + NORmally do it//
	different + than [log 400]

we + do
normally + do

normally + it

do + it [log 2636]
	different from = log 492
	M-

	30
	//and  + uh it'll be the first time in a WHILE +//





	
	uh = 1-word formula


the first time in a while (3,340,000 Google 2/10/09)

it’ll be the first time in a while (22,100 Google 3/11/09)
	M-

	31
	// that one person has done the whole COURSE +//

	has + done

whole + course
	PERSON + do + WORK
	+M

	32
	// my own background is in MIcrobiology and moLEcular biology//
	my + own

molecular + biology
	POSSESSIVE PRONOUN + [modifier] + background is in + AREA

molecular biology = name of field

grammatical patterns

xxxx background is in xxxx
academic/teacher  talk

	M-

	33
	//which means the FIRST half of the course is +//









	which + means [log 557]

first + half
half + of

half + the
	first half of the course = teacher talk about course organization = 307,000 Google 2/10/09

sentence relative clause = which means...

...half of the [course, book, problem, etc.]
	M-

	34
	// sort of my NAtural half of the course//
	sort + of [log 16,108]
	parallelism

my natural half of the course  
	+M

	35
	// that's what I've taught beFORE +//




 
	that’s + what

that’s + I’ve
	present perfect 

that’s what I’ve xxxx before
	M

	36
	//when we get to the SEcond half of the course +//



	get + to

second + half

half + of

half + the
	get to [time/location]
	M-

	37
	// I'll be uh sort of + WINGing it  even more than I USually am +//




	sort + of [log 16,108]

even + more

even + than

more + than [log 5283]
	winging it = idiom/metaphor

even more than = 22,000,000 Google 2/10/09
	+M

	38
	//so +  we'll see how that GOES +//






	we’ll + see

see + how

that + goes
	so = 1-word formula for transition

we’ll see how that goes 

(190,000 Google 2/10/09)
	M

	39
	// in theory if YOU can learn evolution and ecology//
	in + theory

if + you [log 18,500]

you + learn

can + learn

evolution + and
	in theory = idiomatic expression = expresses doubt about a process


parallelism = teach/learn

learn it/teach it


	M-

	40
	// I should be able to learn it just as well//
	should + be

should + able

learn + it

just + as

just + well
	grammatical patterns

be able to 

it = evolution and ecology


	M-

	41
	// and teach it TO you +//






	teach + it

teach + you
	
	+M

	42
	// um +//




	
	um = 1-word formula
	

	43
	//LUCKily I've got four very good G-S-Is  that are gonna help me OUT this term +//
	I’ve + got [log 1247]

help + me

help + out

this + term


	luckily = 1-word formula

grammatical patterns
I’ve got… 

help me out

he starts repeating a phrase about GSIs:  good GSIs, good veteran GSIs

synonyms:  semester, tern
	M-

	44
	//ALL of them are experienced VEterans//




	all + of

all + them
	veterans…notice how he picks up veteran again later 

experienced veterans (Google, 41,000, 3/2/09) vs. inexperienced veterans (Google, 204, 3/2/09)  

experienced veterans… in companies and sports…hired and used
	M-

	45
	//AND +//



	
	and = used more like so…. not a combining role
	M-

	46
	//it is ONE of the pleasures// 
	it + is [CHECK in MICASE]

one + of
	it + is (AWL log 36124)

one of the pleasures (266,000 Google 3/10/09)

pattern:  pleasures of SOMETHING
Continues over chunks 46 & 47
	M- 



	47
	of teaching in SPRING term +//



	
	 one of the pleasures of (Google, 200,000, 3/2/09)

name of the term: university terminology: spring term
	M-

pleasure of: shared over 2 chunks

	48
	// besides just having a SMALLer class in general +//



	just + having

a + class

in + general
	pattern: just + VERB-ing


just + VERB-ing = 1456 uses in MICASE

just + to = 1052 uses in MICASE


pattern = besides + VERB-ing + ONETHING, ANOTHER THING
	M-

	49
	// that you get GOOD veteran G-S-Is +//





	you + get
	repeating veteran
	+M



	50
	// so THOSE four G-S-Is +//
	
	using versions of the same phrase several times
	M-

	51
	//and we may add one MORE +// 
	we + add

one + more
	
	M-

	52
	//are//
	
	
	M-

	
	[NAMES DELETED – CAN’T HEAR]
	
	
	M-

	53
	//who is probably running LATE +//





	who + is [CHECK]
	who + is (AWL)
running late… idiomatic

running late (1,120,000 Google 3/2/09) vs. run late (271,000 Google 3/2/09) vs. ran late (48,500 Google 3/2/09)
	+M

	54
	//in Any event +//








	in + event [CHECK]
any + event
	in + event (AWL)
any + event (AWL)

in any event (37 uses in AWL & 50,200,000 Google 03/11/09)
	M-

	55
	//ONE of them will be your G-S-Is //
	one + them

one + of
	parallel patterning
1. one of them

2. all of them
	M-

	56
	//but ALL of them will have  + office hours//







	office + hours
	have + office hours = college/university terminology
	M-

	57
	//and hours in the Science LEARNing Center +//




	
	continuation of office hours with and hours in….
Science Learning Center = name 
	M-

	58
	//where they can HELP you +//










	can + help

help + you
	where + connecting place to purpose

continues over chunks 58 & 59
	M-

	59
	//uh understand what I am SAYing +// 





	
	uh = 1-word formula

multi-word formula

understand what I’m saying (471,000 Google 3/2/09)
	M+

	60
	//oKAY +//
	
	okay = 1-word formula


	

	61
	//um +//









	
	um = 1-word formula


	

	62
	// my OFfice hours in fact//
	office + hours

my + office

in + fact
	
	M-

	63
	 //I DIDn't put down there +//



	I + didn’t [CHECK]

put + down
	the concordance lines show that put down generally means “write” or “include on a document”  

the pattern is generally put + down + location
	M-

	64
	// um +//

	
	
	M-

	64
	// but they will BAsically be <EVENT DESC="WRITING ON BOARD"/> //
	
	grammatical patterns

1. they = “office hours”

vocabulary/grammar of office hours:  teachers have office hours; office hours are at particular times. 

Office hours will be [adverb] DAY TIMEPERIOD

by appointment: 12,300,000 Google 2/10/09
	

	65
	//MONdays twelve to TWO//
	
	English date/time pattern
	M-

	66
	or by appointment +// 




	
	by appointment (13,200,000 Google 3/11/09)  

teacher talk 
	+M

	67
	//SO +//







	
	
	M

	68
	//that puts it into the same TIMEblock //
	puts + it

puts + into
	timeblock not in either dictionary, not used in AWL corpus

Google shows 124 uses of same timeblock with a variety of prepositions used: in, during, within, etc.
	M-

the same as:  shared over 2 chunks

	69
	//as this CLASS +// 



	
	
	M-

	70
	//and if that's a PROBlem// 






	that’s + problem

a + problem
	if that’s a problem (267,000 Google 2/10/09)
	M-

	71
	//just call me UP or +//







	call + me

call + up
	
	M-

	72
	//Email me and set up a separate appointment +//



	email + me
set + up [log 1123]
	set up = prepositional verb

a separate appointment, an individual appointment
	+M

	73
	// okay what will you need for this CLASS +//




	you + need [log 4825]

will + need 
need + for


	okay = 1-word formula

notice the tight connection between need and for : traditional separation into verb + prepositional phrase misses that connection
	M-

	74
	// you will need  + the TEXTbook//







	you + need [log 4825]

need + for

will + need
the + textbook
	
	M-

	75
	// the textbook either comes as three softcover uh editions like THIS +// 

	the + textbook
comes + as
	come + as + version/edition
	M-

	76
	// or it comes as one hardcover uh VERsion +// 




	comes + as
	
	+M

	77
	//i don't care WHICH you buy// 
	i + care

don’t + care

care + which

you + buy


	i don’t care (27,300,000 Google 3/2/09)  

i don’t care which (, 169,000 Google 3/2/09)


	M

	78
	//just make sure you buy the one with the ELephant  on the Cover +// 
	make + sure

you + buy

one + with


	
	M

	79
	// um +//


	
	um = 1-word formula
	

	80
	// this will be the same textbook that you use in Biology one fifty-FOUR// 
	you + use

use + in 
	Biology one fifty-four = name of course
	M-

	81
	//if you go on to take that COURSE +//
	go + on
	go on to + DO_SOMETHING
	+M

	82
	// um +//





	
	um = 1-word formula
	

	83
	//LAB manual +//








	
	continues with his list of the things they need for the cours

lab manual = type of textbook
	M-

	84
	// is THIS one +//



	this + one
	
	M-

	85
	// that's the SAME one we've used uh +// 





	
	the same one we’ve used + TIMEPERIOD (490 Google 3/2/0
	M-

	86
	//throughout the year so FAR +//






	throughout + the

throughout + year

so + far
	throughout the year 
(21,900,000 Google 3/2/09)
	M-

	87
	// so it-  there should be copies of that uh + in BOOKstores +//
	should + be

copies + of
	changes his mind about how to proceed

that = lab manual
	MF

M-

	88
	// uh you will need that starting toMORrow//
	will + need
you + need
need + that
	back to his “what do you need” topic

starting tomorrow when (770 Google 3/2/09)
starting….start
	M-


	89
	when labs START +//


	
	
	+M


